
FAQs 
1. Eligibility 

2. Program Applications 

3. Program Participation 

4. Program Selection 

 

1. Eligibility 

Do I have to be a U.S. Citizen in order to apply?  
Yes. The program is solely for those with U.S. citizenship. 

After successfully completing a PSTI, can I apply to a second PSTI?  
No, each participant can attend only one PSTI. The PSTI is an entrance-level program designed 

for students who have not had an opportunity to participate in a PBL guided environment. 

I'm a freshman undergraduate student, and if this program is for undergraduate students, 

why can't I participate?  
This program is designed for students that will be entering the teaching workforce and PSTI will 

provide resources they can use in the classroom. 

 

2. PSTI Program Applications 

Is it possible for me to send in an application now and remain on file for consideration next 

year?  
No, your application will only be considered for the current year. 

Can my application, transcripts, and references be sent by e-mail or fax?  
No. Your complete application must be submitted to: 

NASA Dryden Pre-Service Teacher Institute 

  c/o Amy Scott-Williams  

38256 Sierra Highway, Suite A  

Palmdale, CA 93550 

 

Who should I get to write my references?  
References should be submitted by someone familiar with your academic achievements and your 

academic ability. It is required that you provide one recommendation letter from your college 

mathematics, science, or education professor. 

Am I required to submit transcripts?  
Yes. You must request an official transcript from your current institution. The official transcript 

must be included in your complete application package. On the application, you are required to list 

all science and mathematics courses taken and for which you are currently enrolled. Grades 

received must be listed for all completed courses. 

Will you let me know if you are missing parts of my application?  
No. It is your responsibility to ensure that your PSTI application package is completed and mailed 

to the PSTI Program Coordinator by the posted deadline.  

 

3. PSTI Program Selection 

How does the selection process work?  
Am application review committee will review all the completed PSTI applications based on the 

listed eligibility requirements. The review committee will then set up telephone interviews.  

How are applications judged?  
Your application will be judged on your K-8 educational experience, your completed application, 

your essay, references comments and how well you answer questions on a scheduled telephone 

interview. You will also be judged on your commitment to a career in K-8 teaching. 

When and how will I find out if I’ve been selected?  
Notification of your selection will be received via e-mail from NASA Dryden Flight Research 

Center PSTI Coordinator. This notification will then be followed up with an email notification and 

other documents explaining the details of the two-week PSTI Program. Please check your e-mail 

frequently! You will be given 5 business days in which to accept an offer once it has been made. 

Reply to the email stating whether or not you will be accepting the acceptance into the PSTI 



program. If you fail to notify us of your acceptance or decline to our offer (via e-mail), you will 

forfeit your selection and another participant will be selected. No exceptions will be made. 

If I don’t get selected this time, will my application be reviewed again next year 

automatically or do I have to re-apply?  
You must re-apply the following year. 

 

4. Program Participation 

What if I can only participate for a portion of the institute due to other commitments?  
Participation requires a full time commitment for the duration of the two-week period. You must 

insure you will be available full time during the entire two weeks. Only those students that have 

participated full time in the institute and have completed all requirements will be awarded the 

$500 stipend. 

Is there any flexibility in start and end dates?  
No. The NASA Dryden Flight Research Center PSTI is scheduled for August 1-12, 2011. Please 

note that other NASA Centers across the country offer similar PSTI programs throughout the 

summer. 

Do I get any vacation during the appointment period?  
The program does not include vacation or sick leave. 

How do I receive my stipend payment and where does it come from?  
Your stipend will be mailed after all requirements have been met for the NASA Dryden Flight 

Research Center PSTI Program. 

Does the institute pay any tuition costs I might incur while participating?  
No. Tuition and fees incurred during your participation in the institute while you are still enrolled 

in a college or university are not reimbursable. 

By participating in this institute, do I become an employee of the administrator, the host 

institution, or NASA?  
No. You will be considered a program participant and will not enter into an employer/employee 

relationship with the administrator, the host institution, or NASA. 

Do I have to prepare a report or give a presentation during or at the end of the two-week 

workshop?  
Yes. PSTI Participants will give daily presentations, participate in daily discussions, complete 

daily homework, complete pre-homework prior to arrival at the PSTI workshop, and give a final 

presentation. All presentations, reports, and classroom work are requirements for the PSTI 

Program and are not optional. The work you perform and the knowledge you obtain throughout 

the Institute, will give you valuable insight into the NASA educational materials you may continue 

to use in your classroom. 

Do I need to pay for my hotel room?  
No you do not need to pay for your hotel room. You will be sharing the room with up to two other 

people. The room is covered by NASA DFRC PSTI Institute. If accepted into the PSTI Institute, 

you will need to have a credit card to check-in to your room and cover any incidentals you may 

incur during the two weeks. Breakfast will be included at the hotel. Additional hotel details will be 

provided upon acceptance to the program. You will be responsible for your own travel and food 

expenses. 

 

Two weeks is a long time to be away from my family. May they come and stay with me 

during the two weeks?  
No. This is a professional development training - there simply is no time to be with family and 

friends during the two weeks. Family and friends may not stay with you during the two weeks. 

You are sharing a room with up to two other people during the two weeks. 

The two weeks seems like a long time to participate. Besides complete attendance and 

creating presentations, what will be required of me during these two weeks?  
You will be working with others so, we are looking for people that work well with others and 

enjoy group collaboration in designing projects. You will be creating a presentation, podcast, 

online website to showcase your work, and developing lesson plans for your website. You will 

need to be a person who is creative, energetic, organized, and flexible since our schedule 

frequently changes. 
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